
Groovy Greeks 

Background  Information 

 

Key Vocabulary Killer Facts! 

1. Ancient Greece had lots of city-states. Ancient Greece was split up into lots of city states, some of which 
you might have heard of. Some of the more popular ones are Sparta, Athens, and Olympia. Each city had 

different laws, government and even their own army! 

2. Marathons came from Ancient Greek times! You’ve probably seen marathon races where you live or 
even on the television! In Ancient Greece it is believed that a man called Pheidippides ran 26 miles from 
Marathon to Athens. He wanted to announce the news of the victory of the battle of Marathon. This is 

where the race comes from and why it is so long! 

3. They worshipped many Gods and Goddesses. The Ancient Greeks worshipped lots of Gods and God-
desses, for different things! They built temples and shrines where they could worship them. You might 

recognise some of them here.  

Aphrodite – Goddess of love and fertility 
Apollo – God of the sun and music 
Athena – Goddess of war 
Hermes – The messenger of the Gods 
Zeus – The Kind of the Gods. 
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